1861]                 DEATH   OF THE   PRINCE  CONSORT.                  479
father felt was a great loss to Britain and the Empire. He sent the first copies of his Dedication of the "Idylls" to the Princess Alice with the following letter:
MADAM,
Having heard some time ago from Sir C. B. Phipps that your Royal Highness had expressed a strong desire that I should in some way " idealize " our lamented Prince, and being at that time very unwell, I was unwilling to attempt the subject, because I feared that I might scarce be able to do it justice; nor did I well see how I should idealize a life which was in itself an ideal
At last it seemed to me that I could do no better than dedicate to his memory a book which he himself had told me was valued by him. I am the more emboldened to send these lines to your Royal Highness, because having asked the opinion of a lady who knew and truly loved and honoured him, she gave me to understand by her reply that they were true and worthy of him: whether they be so or not, I hardly know, but if they do not appear so to your Royal Highness, forgive me as your Father would have forgiven me.
Though these lines conclude with an address to our beloved Queen I feel that I cannot do better than leave the occasion of presenting them to the discretion of your Royal Highness.
Believe me, as altogether sympathizing with your sorrow,
Your Royal Highness'
faithful and obedient servant, A. TENNYSON.